
 

 

ATALM Conference Planning Meeting/Conference Attendee Input 
Palm Springs, CA 

June 12, 2014 
 

ATTENDANCE:  Jeanne Brako,  Melissa Brodt, Susan Feller, Leaf Hillman, Lisa Hillman, Elizabeth 

Joffrion,  Miriam Jorgenson,  Robert Leopold,  Sandy Littletree, Traci Morris, Sandra Narva, 

Reuben Noah, Tim Tingle, Jeanne Whitehorse, Jennifer Woodcock Medicine-Horse, Sharilyn 

Young (other names to be added as identified) 

PURPOSE:   This 75-minute meeting was intended to gather input from conference attendees 

and planning council members.  It was attended by approximately 35 participants. 

NOTES:    

Hotel:  The meeting was opened by Susan Feller, President of ATALM and conference director.  

Feller informed the group that ATALM is wrapping up negotiations with the Downtown 

Washington, DC Renaissance Hotel.  The hotel is conveniently located, with shopping 

restaurants, transportation stops, and local attractions close by.  Room rates are $172, which is 

very good for a four-star hotel.   The hotel will also be the site of all the meetings. 

Dates:  For 2015, and perhaps going into the future, the ATALM conferences will be moved to 

September.  This decision is in response to the request of many ATALM participants, including 

students, who find the June dates difficult because of ceremonies, graduations, weddings, and 

other events.  The dates for 2014 are September 10-12 (Wednesday-Saturday).   

Honorary Chair:  It was announced that Kevin Gover, Director of the National Museum of the 

American Indian will serve as the Honorary Conference Chair and will provide the opening 

keynote.  NMAI is the major partner for the conference. 



Format:  The conference will go from 2.5 days to two full days, with a lot of time for pre-

planned visits to Washington, DC institutions.  This decision was made as an accommodation to 

those who plan to combine research with their conference activities. 

Conference Theme:  The group discussed several conference themes built around the need to 

sustain indigenous cultures.    It was suggested that since the conference will be in the political 

capital of the world, an effort should be made to bring in tribal leaders and share with them the 

importance of tribal archives, libraries, and museums.  The theme of “cultural sovereignty” was 

discussed.  Some felt it was too broad and perhaps “knowledge sovereignty” should be 

introduced.  Or traditional knowledge sovereignty. 

Tribal Leader/Key Stakeholder Involvement:    Since the ability to sustain indigenous cultures 

depends on the informed and enlightened support of tribal leaders and key stakeholders, the 

group discussed ways to meaningfully involve leaders, funders, and other decision makers.    

Suggestions included:   

1) Appoint a liaison with a name recognized by tribal leaders and others.  Have this 

designee send an official invite.  Invite the involvement of the Office of Native Affairs 

and Policy. 

2) Develop programming that highlights leaders who are supporting culture…have them 

discuss specific model programs that may inspire other tribal leaders.  Get them to talk 

about the money.  Explain benefits of Arts and Culture to tribal leaders.  Provide hard 

numbers about the arts economy and the role of TALMs in developing viable cultural 

tourism programs. 

3) Have leaders who are advocates for cultural sovereignty provide programs…perhaps 

have a “tribal leader track”.  Have peer-to-peer presentations from people like Walter 

Echo-Hawk, Joe Garcia (former president of NCAI), and others.  Joe Garcia can speak to 

the importance of “dual pillars” -- culture and tribal sovereignty.  Jennifer Woodcock 

Medicine Horse suggested William Mendoze from Montana.  Others mentioned were 

Marshall McKay 

4)  Plan a reception with the Native American Caucus members and tribal leaders.  

Perhaps work with Tom Cole, Mark Wayne Mullin, Tom Udall, and others to organize it.  

Perhaps have the reception at NCAI or NMAI? 

Partners:   Honoring Nations Organization, American Indian Policy Institute, National Museum 

of the American Indian, Library of Congress, National Museum of Natural History, National 

Portrait Gallery, IMLS,  National Anthropological Archives, National Archives,  National Parks 

Service, BIA, National Congress of the American Indian. 



Fundraising/Special Events:  Possible underwriters: Chickasaw Nation Industries, Gaming 

Commission, Annenberg, funders out of New York and DC.,  Environmental Protection Agency, 

Administration for Native Americans, USDA.  Thanks to IMLS for its generous sponsorship.   

Keynote Speakers:   Other than Kevin Gover providing the opening keynote on the morning of 

September 11, there is one other opportunity for a keynote.  This person generally receives a 

special honor from ATALM.  Past recipients have been Scott Momaday and Marshall McKay.   

Suggestions were entertainer and educator Buffy St. Marie or award-winning author Louise 

Eldridge.    

Opening Ceremony:  Traci Morris is the ATALM board member in charge of the opening 

ceremony.  She arranges for color guards, a blessing, and orchestrates the timing.  ATALM 

board chair opens the conference with a welcome message, followed by the color guard, 

followed by the blessing.   Need music and photographs scrolling as people arrive.  Kevin Gover 

will provide keynote.  Group suggested that the head of the President’s Indian Affairs 

Commission provide a welcome.  Also the new director of IMLS should be invited to speak. 

Evening Event at the National Museum of the American Indian.   The main evening event for the 

conference will be on Friday, September 10 and will be an “all-conference” event.  While 

ATALM typically charges for evening events, it is hoping to find a sponsor so the event can be 

free of charge.  What should be on the program?  People need time to see the exhibits so the 

program should not be too long. 

Sessions.   The group discussed the typical sessions offered and the various tracks of archives, 

libraries, and museums with sub-tracks of digitization, fundraising, education, programming, 

collections care, and other topics proposed by the presenters.  The group discussed new 

directions to consider, including the following: 

 Sessions on Intellectual Property. Licenses, labels, copyright, how US copyright laws and 

tribal copyright laws may conflict.     

 Sessions on Traditional cultural expressions.   

 Have a session on rethinking funding sources-get creative with funding. Strategic ideas 

for funders. Look at the barriers to tribes not being able to get funding.  –Check out 

Natives in Philanthropy.  

 More language programs and how TALMs can/do help. 

 Declaration on the rights of indigenous people…status of.  What needs to be done to 

move this forward?  

 Ways to advocate for change in the Indian Arts and Crafts Act.  Look at non-statutory 

laws to protect culture.  Talk internationally to other groups.   

 Privacy Issues-protecting cultural history.   



 We need to revisit the Protocols for Native American Archival materials.  Look at what 

worked and didn’t’ work and why institutions did and did not adopt the protocols. Is 

endorsement by organizations like SAA important?  Need to consider creating protocols 

for objects as well.  Library equivalent (response to protocols) are the Traditional 

Cultural Expressions.  American Indian Library association and Alaska Library Association 

have endorsed them.  

 Have a few sessions sponsored by the National Parks Service on NAGPRA, with cross-

institutional discussions.   Talk about unidentified remains and what is happening on 

that front.  

 Transferring Oral Records to written records. What are the pros and cons of recording 

oral history.   Add Oral History to protocols.  

Guardian Awards.   The awards luncheon is scheduled for Friday, September 10 at the hotel.  

This activity needs a chairman. 

Other Business:   

 Check congressional calendar to see if they will be session in September 2015.  They are 

not this year in 2014.  

 Follow up with NMAI to confirm the possibility of the “pop up” exhibit on the “Native 

View of Washington”.  At the last planning meeting, an NMAI staff member suggested 

this would be good to have on display at the conference and NMAI can use it for other 

events later.   

 Next meeting will be in Washington, DC in December of January.   

 


